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National Parks play a crucial role 
protecting our environment.

National Parks:

• Protect threatened species from 
extinction; 

• Help to prevent further declines in 
biodiversity; 

• Safeguard water catchments, 
wetlands and animal habitats; 

• Improve the health of ecosystems; 
and 

• Mitigate the effects of climate change 
on our natural environment.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service 
manages more than 870 protected areas 
which collectively:

• Cover more than 7 million hectares; 
and 

• Represent around 9 per cent of the 
land area of NSW.1  

The National Parks and reserves system 
has grown to protect many important 
areas across NSW, including:

• Significant sections of the NSW coast; 

• The World Heritage Listed Gondwana 
Rainforests and Blue Mountains 
National Parks;

• The southern forests of NSW;  

• Landscapes in western NSW; and 

• Many sites which are significant 
for indigenous and non-indigenous 
Australians.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service 
includes many highly skilled staff, 
including:

• Rangers; 

• Field officers; 

• Scientists; 

• Archaeologists; 

• Ecologists; and 

• Historians.

Many volunteers also contribute to 
maintaining and preserving our National 
Parks.

National Parks and reserves support a 
variety of activities including:

• Tourism and recreation; 

• Education; and 

• Scientific study.

Around 51 million visits are made to 
National Parks each year.2 

Background
National Parks preserve biodiversity, protect threatened 
species and help to address climate change
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The Liberals and Nationals have undermined our 
National Parks 
Over the last eight years, the Liberals 
and Nationals have:

• Cut 493 full-time equivalent positions 
from the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service; 

• Cut more than $100 million from the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service’s 
budget; 

• Allowed hunting in National Parks; 

• Tried to scrap the Murray Valley 
National Park to allow logging of the 
internationally significant river red 
gum forests; 

• Passed legislation that threatens the 
native wildlife and alpine environment 
in the Kosciuszko National Park; 

• Planned the flooding of large sections 
of the Blue Mountains National Park, 
risking its World Heritage Listing; and 

• Cut the growth of the NSW National 
Parks estate by 95 per cent.
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Labor will restore the 
integrity of our National 
Parks 
Labor will restore integrity to National 
Parks in NSW. 

Labor will prohibit any of the following 
activities from occurring in National 
Parks:

• Commercial logging; 

• Amateur hunting; and 

• Grazing of hoofed animals.

None of these activities are consistent 
with the environmental protection goals 
of National Parks. However, all of these 
activities have been proposed, trialled 
or implemented by the Liberals and 
Nationals during the last eight years. 

Labor will rebuild the 
National Parks and 
Wildlife Service
Labor will rebuild the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service to restore its 
status as world leaders in the field 
of environmental management and 
conservation.

Labor will: 

• Undertake a national and worldwide 
search to employ a park specialist as 
the head of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service; and

• Have the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service report directly to the Minister, 
not through the broader environment 
agency.

Labor’s plan 
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Labor will grow the 
National Park estate 
Labor has an unrivaled legacy 
establishing new National Parks.

Between 1995 and 2011, Labor:

• Added more than 3 million hectares 
to the National Park estate across 
NSW; and 

• Created 122 new National Parks in 
NSW. 

Under the Liberals and Nationals, the 
creation of new National Parks has 
slowed. At their present rate, it would 
take the Liberals and Nationals 325 years 
to add the same amount of land to the 
National Park estate which Labor added 
in 16 years.

A Daley Labor Government will develop 
a National Parks Establishment Plan. The 
National Parks Establishment Plan will:

• Identify potential sites for 
conservation across NSW; and 

• Provide a long-term plan for the 
growth of the National Parks estate.

Labor will develop 
career opportunities 
for National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
employees
The National Parks and Wildlife Service 
employs people across NSW. 

These employees are highly skilled and 
they work in a diverse range of fields.

Labor will support National Parks and 
Wildlife Service employees by:

• Developing career paths and 
promotional opportunities; and

• Reviewing staffing arrangements to 
provide greater operational flexibility.
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Labor will employ 
200 new pest control 
and field officers 
The Liberals and Nationals have reduced 
the number of field staff who maintain 
forests, fight fires and combat pests.3 

Labor will employ 200 additional field 
officers to:

• Undertake targeted pest control;

• Plant trees; and

• Boost fire fighting resources.

At least 80 of these new officers will be 
employed in the North Coast region of 
NSW. These new officers will focus on:

• Mitigating the impact of pests; 

• Maintaining fire trails; and 

• General fire maintenance in the North 
Coast region of NSW. 

To ensure positive ecological outcomes 
across all forested lands in the region, 
these roles will be employed in both 
National Parks and State Forests. 

Labor will rebuild the 
National Parks and 
Wildlife Service’s fire 
fighting capacity
Fires are a significant threat to our 
National Parks, and climate change will 
increase this threat in the future.

To address this threat, Labor will:

• Undertake an audit of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service’s fire 
fighting capacity; 

• Ensure officers in the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service have appropriate 
training to fight fires; and

• Ensure the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service has appropriate plant, 
vehicles and depots to prevent and 
respond to fires.
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Labor opposes the 
flooding of the Blue 
Mountains National Park
The Liberals and Nationals are planning 
to raise the wall of Warragamba Dam. 
This will flood as much as 50 square 
kilometres of the World Heritage Listed 
Blue Mountains National Park.

The Liberals and Nationals’ plan to raise 
the wall of Warragamba Dam:

• Will threaten native species in the 
Blue Mountains National Park; and 

• Is motivated by the Liberals and 
Nationals’ plans to allow more 
development in Western Sydney. 

Labor opposes the flooding of the World 
Heritage Listed Blue Mountains National 
Park as part of the proposal to raise the 
Warragamba Dam wall. 

Labor will negotiate to 
add the Radiata Plateau 
to the Blue Mountains 
National Park
The Radiata Plateau is the last remaining 
undeveloped peninsula-plateau in the 
upper Blue Mountains and it is home 
to threatened plants and endangered 
species. However, it has been threatened 
with potential property developments.4

Labor will negotiate the purchase of the 
Radiata Plateau for reservation within the 
Blue Mountains National Park.
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In 2018, the Liberals and Nationals 
passed the Kosciuszko Wild Horse 
Heritage Act 2018.

This law places the protection of wild 
horses in Kosciuszko National Park above 
all other environmental considerations. 

Wild horses are not native to Australia, 
and they are a source of significant 
environmental harm. Wild horses:

• Cause damage to soil and water 
quality in the Snowy Mountains; and 

• Threaten unique alpine species which 
exist nowhere else on earth, the 
Corroboree frog and the Mountain 
Pygmy Possum.

Labor opposed the introduction of the 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018. 
Labor will repeal this law if elected.

Labor will:

1. Ensure the plan of management 
of Kosciuszko National Park is the 
primary management document to 
guide the operation of the park;

2. Protect the park’s pristine 
environment and threatened species 
by restoring resources to the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service which 
had been cut by the Liberals and 
Nationals; 

3. Minimise the impacts of pest species 
(both plants and animals, including 
wild pigs, dogs, deer and horses) 
through adequately funded and 
effective control programs; 

4. Conduct a scientific assessment and 
count of the horse population in 
consultation with key stakeholders; 

5. Ensure wild horses are acknowledged 
for their cultural value by retaining a 
smaller population in the park where 
degradation is less critical; and 

6. Invest $24 million to repair the 
mountain catchments.

Labor will protect Kosciuszko National Park
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Labor’s approach to managing the 
horse population will be guided by the 
extensive work that produced the 2016 
Draft Wild Horse Management Plan. In 
accordance with that Draft Plan, Labor 
will:

• Increase resources and research 
capacity for humane population 
control measures, such as fertility 
control; 

• Establish a formal and well-resourced 
rehoming program for wild horses to 
rapidly increase the number of horses 
able to be rehomed outside of the 
park; 

• Ensure horse populations do not lead 
to starvation and poor animal welfare 
outcomes; 

• Ensure horse populations in identified 
sensitive landscapes are actively 
managed to protect the fragile alpine 
habitat, including threatened plant 
and animal species; and 

• Maintain the ban on aerial culling.

Labor will invest 
$24 million to repair 
catchments in the 
Kosciuszko National Park 
Labor will invest $24 million to repair the 
mountain catchments in the Kosciuszko 
National Park. 

Labor will establish highly-trained 
Kosciuszko work crews. These work 
crews will be dedicated to:

• Halting erosion in the mountain 
catchments; and  

• Restoring and repairing the current 
eroding slopes, wetlands and 
mountain streams. 

This work will create 60 new positions, of 
which the overwhelming majority will be 
field positions.

Labor will also enhance conservation 
efforts and restore the best possible 
water delivery from the catchments to 
the Snowy Scheme and for downstream 
farmers, towns and cities.
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Labor will expand the 
Tomaree National Park at 
Fishermans Bay 
The Tomaree National Park was 
established by the Wran Labor 
Government in 1984 and expanded by 
the Carr Labor Government in 1996.5

A Daley Labor Government will expand 
the Tomaree National Park to help 
protect the endangered koala population 
in the Port Stephens area.6

Currently, the NSW Government owns 
four blocks of land which adjoin the 
Tomaree National Park. These blocks are 
knowns as 21, 23, 25 and 27 Fishermans 
Bay Road.

A Daley Labor Government will transfer 
these blocks of land to the Tomaree 
National Park. This will:

• Prevent any development on these 
sites; and 

• Preserve the habitat for the local 
koala population.

Labor will nominate the 
Royal National Park for 
World Heritage Listing 
Labor will nominate the Royal National 
Park for World Heritage Listing.

The Royal National Park was created in 
1879. It is:

• The oldest National Park in Australia; 
and 

• The second oldest National Park in 
the world after Yellowstone National 
Park in the United States.

The Liberals and Nationals have planned 
to build the F6 motorway through the 
Royal National Park. 

Labor will not allow the F6 to be built 
through the Royal National Park. 
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Around 300 koalas live along the 
Georges River in South Western Sydney. 

This koala colony is the largest in the 
Sydney Basin. 

Unlike other koala populations, the 
koala’s of south-west Sydney are free 
from chlamydia, a disease which can 
cause infertility and death.7

The koalas of south-west Sydney are 
threatened by urban development and 
traffic on local roads.

Labor will protect these koalas by:

1. Establishing a new National Park; 

2. Building infrastructure in the 
surrounding area to protect koalas 
including fencing, overpasses and 
underpasses on key roads; and 

3. Investing $3 million to establish a 
koala care centre in the Macarthur 
region.

The new National Park will run along the 
Georges River between Glenfield and 
Appin.

Labor will work with the local Georges 
River Koala Network, local councils 
and local koala carers to establish a 
new koala care centre in the Macarthur 
region. This centre will be based on the 
successful models of koala care centres 
in Lismore and Port Macquarie.

Labor will create a National Park for the koalas of 
south-west Sydney
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Labor will establish a Great Koala 
National Park on the Mid North Coast to 
save the koalas of northern NSW from an 
uncertain future. 

It is estimated that, when complete, the 
National Park could contain 4,500 koalas. 
This is 20 per cent of the remaining wild 
koalas in NSW.

Koalas in northern NSW face serious 
threats including:

• Loss of habitat;

• Disease;

• Road accidents; and 

• Dog attacks.

The Chief Scientist & Engineer found 
koalas have declined by 26 per cent 
in NSW over the past three koala 
generations. Koalas are listed as 
vulnerable to extinction.

Habitat loss caused by land clearing and 
urban development has resulted in koalas 
disappearing from 75 per cent of their 
former range.

Labor will develop infrastructure to 
support “koala tourism” alongside the 
new National Park. This will include 
a dedicated Visitor Centre and Koala 
Hospital.

The new National Park will include public 
land inland from Coffs Harbour. 

Labor will undertake a comprehensive 
and genuine consultation process with all 
stakeholders and seek expert scientific 
advice to help guide the process to 
develop the Great Koala National Park.

Labor will create a Great Koala National Park in 
northern NSW 
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Labor will return  
Me-mel (Goat Island) to 
the Aboriginal people of 
NSW
Me-mel is an island in Sydney Harbour 
near Balmain. Following the arrival of 
Europeans, Me-mel became known 
as Goat Island. For most of the 20th 
Century, the island was used as a 
shipyard.

In 1993, Me-mel became part of the 
Sydney Harbour National Park. It is 
currently managed by the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service.8

Labor will hand Me-mel back to the 
Aboriginal people of NSW.

Labor will protect our 
state’s wilderness areas
Labor will protect our state’s wilderness 
areas by:

• Identifying wilderness areas suitable 
for protection, particularly in Western, 
Central Western and Northern NSW; 
and 

• Prohibiting activities like horse riding 
in declared wilderness areas to 
preserve these unspoilt environments. 

Labor will empower 
Aboriginal communities 
to play a greater role 
managing National Parks
Labor will empower Aboriginal 
communities to play a greater role 
managing National Parks across NSW.
Labor will work with local Aboriginal 
communities to identify opportunities 
for Aboriginal people to be involved in 
activities including:

• Environmental management; 

• Heritage and conservation works; and

• Education and support for visitors. 

Labor will also deliver an Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage Act to protect and 
promote Aboriginal cultural heritage.
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Labor will invest $50 million to wage war 
on weeds and pests, including significant 
investment to combat weeds and pests 
in our National Parks and reserves.

Labor’s investment will:

• Help eradicate weeds and pests on 
public land, including National Parks 
and Crown Lands; 

• Create jobs in rural and regional 
areas; and 

• Help farmers and landholders in their 
fight to eradicate weeds and pests.

In addition to causing environmental 
harm, weeds and pests are estimated to 
cost the economy more than $1 billion 
every year.

Labor will also implement key 
recommendations of the Natural 
Resources Commission’s Weeds review 
by establishing:

• An independent NSW Weeds 
Committee and Chair which will 
report to Parliament on the NSW 
Government’s efforts to tackle weeds; 
and 

• A ‘permitted list approach’ to species 
management in NSW.

Labor will support the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service,  
protect threatened species, and enhance our state’s treasured national parks.
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